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danger. Another time when he went to Sankara on the
Mandarachal Mountain, he learned of the greatness of
many holy places, many mantras, etc., and indeed was
taught the whole of the ancient religion once again.

From Vasudeva Himself (Krishna) he learned how
to prepare and apply the Vaishnava mark, the Urdhva-
pundra. Once also he was taught by the same God a
severe lesson in humility and had to learn how even the
greatest may fall unawares. It happened in this wayo
The God of Love tempted Narada in vain with his
wiles, and Narada rather boasted of this to Sankara,
who at once warned him not to speak in that way before
Vishnu (Hari). But in his pride of chastity Narada
could not control his tongue ; he brought out the story
before Hari, who at once decided to humiliate that pride.
Then Hari created a wonderful palace, with a King
Silanidhi and his exquisitely beautiful daughter Vis'va-
mohani, who was about to be married by her own choice
of a spouse (svayamvara). Narada saw the girl and
fell madly in love with her ; he went off and asked Hari
for such beauty as would infallibly make her choose him
beyond all others. H^-ri promised to do His best for
Narada, and so made him as absolutely hideous as a
monkey, while the poor Sage imagined himself endowed
with matchless beauty. He went to the svayamvara ;

so did Hari Himself. The girl did not even once look
at Narada, and chose Hari as her husband. Narada
went off furious and puzzled ; when he saw his own
reflection in water he was deeply humiliated and enraged
at what he thought Hari's treachery to him. He told